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Oil for the Lamps of China (1934) was a best-selling novel when it was first published, just a few years after
Pearl Buck’s The Good Earth (1931). The hero of the story is a keen, young American businessman who
wants to bring "light" and progress to China in the form of oil and oil lamps, but who is caught between
Chinese revolutionary nationalism in the 1920s and the heartless American corporation which has built his
career.

The title became a catch phrase for expansive American dreams of the vast China market even though the
novel itself, written at the beginning of the Great Depression, was skeptical of large business and any
supposed American ability to "improve" China.

The author presents a clear portrait of Western idealism versus Eastern pragmatism in the doubly exotic
setting of Mainland China before the advent of large-scale industrialization. The portrayal is unflattering to
both sides. While some might now regard the more sympathetic treatment of the young American as out of
date, others would counter that the picture is both historically and contextually accurate.

"Now, nearly seventy years since it was originally published, . . . Oil for the Lamps of China again seems
timely. Once again ambitious young Americans like Stephen Chase are working for big corporations in
China. . . . Once again sensitive young spouses like Hester are coping with the rigors of living
simultaneously in American corporate culture and Chinese culture. . . . As these parallels suggest, if Oil for
the Lamps of China was timely in the 1930s, then it also seems timely today."

–– from the Introduction by Sherman Cochran
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From reader reviews:

Harley Fabry:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book Oil for the Lamps of China
(D'asia Vu Reprint Library (Series).). All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for
the internet methods or other social media.

Melvin Loch:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Oil for the Lamps of
China (D'asia Vu Reprint Library (Series).) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Noemi Burns:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet
and the resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Oil for the Lamps of China
(D'asia Vu Reprint Library (Series).) book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course
the data in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Neil Espinoza:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled Oil
for the Lamps of China (D'asia Vu Reprint Library (Series).) your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging each word written in a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation this
maybe you never get before. The Oil for the Lamps of China (D'asia Vu Reprint Library (Series).) giving
you yet another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for your better
life in this particular era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and
mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try
this extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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