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In The Columbia Anthology of Chinese Folk and Popular Literature, two of the world's leading sinologists,
Victor H. Mair and Mark Bender, capture the breadth of China's oral-based literary heritage. This collection
presents works drawn from the large body of oral literature of many of China's recognized ethnic
groups—including the Han, Yi, Miao, Tu, Daur, Tibetan, Uyghur, and Kazak—and the selections include a
variety of genres. Chapters cover folk stories, songs, rituals, and drama, as well as epic traditions and
professional storytelling, and feature both familiar and little-known texts, from the story of the woman
warrior Hua Mulan to the love stories of urban storytellers in the Yangtze delta, the shaman rituals of the
Manchu, and a trickster tale of the Daur people from the forests of the northeast. The Cannibal Grandmother
of the Yi and other strange creatures and characters unsettle accepted notions of Chinese fable and literary
form. Readers are introduced to antiphonal songs of the Zhuang and the Dong, who live among the fantastic
limestone hills of the Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region; work and matchmaking songs of the mountain-
dwelling She of Fujian province; and saltwater songs of the Cantonese-speaking boat people of Hong Kong.
The editors feature the Mongolian epic poems of Geser Khan and Jangar; the sad tale of the Qeo family girl,
from the Tu people of Gansu and Qinghai provinces; and local plays known as "rice sprouts" from Hebei
province. These fascinating juxtapositions invite comparisons among cultures, styles, and genres, and expert
translations preserve the individual character of each thrillingly imaginative work.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Jager:

The book The Columbia Anthology of Chinese Folk and Popular Literature (Translations from the Asian
Classics) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So
just why must we leave the great thing like a book The Columbia Anthology of Chinese Folk and Popular
Literature (Translations from the Asian Classics)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve.
But one aim that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the
book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of
these. Book The Columbia Anthology of Chinese Folk and Popular Literature (Translations from the Asian
Classics) has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the
enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Lori Roth:

This The Columbia Anthology of Chinese Folk and Popular Literature (Translations from the Asian
Classics) book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will
get by reading this book is definitely information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information
which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. That The Columbia Anthology of
Chinese Folk and Popular Literature (Translations from the Asian Classics) without we realize teach the one
who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Columbia Anthology
of Chinese Folk and Popular Literature (Translations from the Asian Classics) can bring any time you are
and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely
laptop even cellphone. This The Columbia Anthology of Chinese Folk and Popular Literature (Translations
from the Asian Classics) having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Lorenza Jones:

Typically the book The Columbia Anthology of Chinese Folk and Popular Literature (Translations from the
Asian Classics) has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The
book was compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some research before write this book. This
kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Jesse Hooker:

You can get this The Columbia Anthology of Chinese Folk and Popular Literature (Translations from the
Asian Classics) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve
challenge if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of
written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now,
you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your



personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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