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Francis Bacon (1561-1626), commonly regarded as one of the founders of the Scientific Revolution, exerted
a powerful influence on the intellectual development of the modern world. He also led a remarkably varied
and dramatic life as a philosopher, writer, lawyer, courtier, and statesman. Although there has been much
recent scholarship on individual aspects of Bacon's career, Perez Zagorin's is the first work in many years to
present a comprehensive account of the entire sweep of his thought and its enduring influence. Combining
keen scholarly and psychological insights, Zagorin reveals Bacon as a man of genius, deep paradoxes, and
pronounced flaws.

The book begins by sketching Bacon's complex personality and troubled public career. Zagorin shows that,
despite his idealistic philosophy and rare intellectual gifts, Bacon's political life was marked by continual
careerism in his efforts to achieve advancement. He follows Bacon's rise at court and describes his removal
from his office as England's highest judge for taking bribes. Zagorin then examines Bacon's philosophy and
theory of science in connection with his project for the promotion of scientific progress, which he called
"The Great Instauration." He shows how Bacon's critical empiricism and attempt to develop a new method of
discovery made a seminal contribution to the growth of science. He demonstrates Bacon's historic
importance as a prophetic thinker, who, at the edge of the modern era, predicted that science would be used
to prolong life, cure diseases, invent new materials, and create new weapons of destruction. Finally, the book
examines Bacon's writings on such subjects as morals, politics, language, rhetoric, law, and history. Zagorin
shows that Bacon was one of the great legal theorists of his day, an influential philosopher of language, and a
penetrating historian.

Clearly and beautifully written, the book brings out the richness, scope, and greatness of Bacon's work and
draws together the many, colorful threads of an extraordinarily brilliant and many-sided mind.
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From reader reviews:

Dorcas Starling:

The event that you get from Francis Bacon may be the more deep you looking the information that hide in
the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but
Francis Bacon giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific
way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-
known enough. This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having
this particular Francis Bacon instantly.

Joseph McNeal:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this Francis
Bacon, you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the
others, make them reading a publication.

Richard Reardon:

The particular book Francis Bacon has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book
you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research
prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this article
book.

Sabrina Crockett:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the
books in the top record in your reading list will be Francis Bacon. This book that is certainly qualified as The
Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up and review this
publication you can get many advantages.
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